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Uninvited Guests Eating Your Home?

O

ur busy life styles have unfortunately reduced the number of
guests we invite into our homes for a
meal. However, termites are both
uninvited and unwanted, yet they enter
and set up residency and feast on the
wood that holds an entire home
together. Don't let this happen!
Regular inspections can help
protect your investment. For most of
us, our home is our largest and most
important investment—so we reap big
dividends when we protect it. The wood
in a home can last for centuries, but
wood-destroying pests can ruin all that.

OH NO
A

Termites, wood-boring beetles,
carpenter ants, and wood decay all CR
UNCH
attack wooden structures. Besides
looking for signs of these pests, we
also look for the many conditions
that increase the likelihood of an
attack. For subterranean termites,
conducive conditions includes poor
drainage, wood that touches the soil,
cracked foundations, tree stumps and
roots too close to a foundation, dirt filled
steps, soil above siding, water leaks,
and many other seemingly harmless
situations that can end up causing big
problems.

Ants are Coming!

nts are now the #1 pest problem in
the country. Surveys across the
U.S. show that more homeowners
complain about ants than any other
pest. In fact, almost all households
experience ant problems either
occasionally or constantly.
If ants could talk, they would
probably tell us exactly why they win
this unpopular contest. But we can
surmise the answer—our homes
provide them with food, water, and
shelter—everything they need. Their
colonies are constantly sending
out specialized "scout" ants to find
these resources. Usually unseen
by us, the cracks and crevices they
use to come indoors are like
huge eight-lane highways to them.
Ant colonies are pulsating with
activity this time of year. Nature is
providing an abundance of food, and ant
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numbers are increasing rapidly because
the warm weather causes queen ants to
lay eggs like crazy. Depending on the
kind of ant, there may be just one or
many queens in each colony. Many of
the ants that multiply quickly and are our
worst pests have what we call "multiplequeened" colonies. These colonies can
produce hundreds of ant eggs every
day.
You can't control these huge
monster colonies by killing just a few
ants that you see—the monster will
come back again and again, and
sometimes these enormous colonies
are much bigger than we suspect. Only
with McKinzie Pest Control’s regular
professional control, knowing the kind of
ant and its habits, can an ant problem
by stopped and most new ant problems
be prevented.

If termites or other woodeating pests are present, don't
panic. Fortunately the termites
from the Saturday cartoons
don't exist. Most termites eat
wood at a relatively slow rate, so
you have time to call McKinzie
Pest Control and get the job done right
by professionals. Proper evaluation of
the problem and professional treatment
techniques are critical in stopping these
expensive "house guests" from feasting
both in and on your home.

Pest Prevention
Tip of the Month

A

dult carpet beetles (about 1/8 inch
long and round-to-oval in shape)
feed on flower pollen, and are especially
common on white and cream-colored
flowers. Keep the beetles out by rinsing
and shaking cut flowers before you
bring them indoors. Also, repair any
holes in screens.

“Good morning—you’re just in time!”

More information for our valued customers. . .

Vampire Bats
Can Run, Too
are expert fliers, but most can't really
Bats
walk because their front legs are
designed for flight. However, there is an
exception—the vampire bat. Contrary to
legend, these bats are found only from
Mexico to South America. They are the lone
bats that suck blood, and they are known to
suck blood from sleeping cattle.
Vampire bats often sneak up on their
prey on all fours. People have witnessed
vampire bats do a kind of hop, attaining an
amazing speed of six feet per second almost
instantly, and then come to a dead stop.
Recently, scientists showed that vampire
bats can actually run when they need to. By
placing the bats on a variable-speed treadmill
that prevented them from launching into
flight, and photographing them at slowmotion, it was shown that they can break into
a high speed "bounding gait". This is
technically classified as running, and aren't
you glad we don't have any of these bloodsucking bats around here?

New Roach Mating
Scent Discovered
know the recipe for
Wethenow"secret
perfume" female
German cockroaches use to lure
males. According to a recent
issue of the journal Science, the
exact compound has been
identified, and it can now be made
synthetically. The scent could be used to
attract males to traps or baits, improving
control methods.
The common German cockroach is a
worldwide tenacious pest, but because the
female produces extremely small quantities
of the sex attractant, scientists until recently
weren't even able to find the gland that
produces and stores the compound.
While this is a major breakthrough, don't
look for eradication of these cockroaches in
the near future. In any given roach
population, about 80% are sexually immature
nymphs, so the percentage of a population
that would be attracted to the scent is small.
It remains to be seen if the sex attractant can
be used to control enough males to slowly
manage the pests.

Your Questions Answered
Q. Why do mosquito bites itch?
A. When a mosquito punctures

your skin in search of a blood
meal, she (only female mosquitoes
bite—they need blood before they
can produce a batch of eggs)
injects a special saliva. The saliva
contains several substances,
including an anticoagulant that
prevents your blood from clotting
while she sucks it up through a
thin tube.
The first time we are bitten,
nothing happens. But gradually
our body becomes sensitized to
the foreign proteins in the saliva
and a small itchy red bump
appears about 24 hours later.
After many more bites, a pale,

swollen hive or
wheal appears
minutes after a
bite, in addition
to the red bump
24 hours later.
With repeated
bites, some people stop reacting,
and others become increasingly
allergic and develop even larger
bumps.
The bumps and itching are the
result of our own immune system
recognizing the saliva as a foreign
substance, and releasing histamine at the wound. It's actually
our own histamine that makes us
itch, not the mosquito's saliva.

Hot & Bothered Spiders
Head Indoors . . . to Bite!
poisonous redback spiders, distant cousins of
Highly
black widows, are moving into homes in record
numbers in Australia. According to people in the area, a
combination of rains, strong winds, and warm temperatures is making the spiders downright “cantankerous” and driving the
spiders indoors. Bites have been recorded at a rate of one per day, far
higher than normal.
These spiders have a deadly bite, but the number of deaths has
been low since the introduction of an anti-venom.

Did You Know?
z Fire ants can be serious problems in nursing homes and
hospitals, especially considering that many patients are immobile or
mentally impaired and may not be able to fend off an attack. Fire
ants in these situations have been responsible for a number of
deaths, and administrators of hospitals and care facilities in areas
with fire ants are becoming increasingly aware of the problem.
z Ticks are experts at finding their prey, but do some activities
make us more vulnerable to their attacks than others? According to
a study by researchers at the University of California, Berkeley,
sitting on a log was the riskiest behavior—just sitting for five
minutes in a California tick-infested
hardwood forest resulted in a 30% chance of
getting ticks. Ticks found the researchers 23% of
the time when they gathered wood, and 17% of
the time when they sat against a tree.
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